Edexcel GCSE History (1-9) Weimar and Nazi Germany,
1919-39
1. Legacy of the First World War
● Lack of food
● Kaiser ran away (abdicated)
● Unrest on the streets (soldiers coming back from war with weapons)

2. What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar
Constitution?

Strengths

Weaknesses

Proportional Representation made sure small
parties had a fair share of seats.

The government had to be formed in
Weimar and not the capital Berlin
There was a rise of extremist groups e.g.
Communists
The Treaty of Versailles -  Germany had to
accept it
Unemployment – Thousands of men returned
from the war and were without jobs.

No one group could have too much power
Women were able to vote as well as men.

3. Why was the Weimar government unpopular?

● Treaty of Versailles
● The ‘stab in the back’ theory Some German people believed that Germany had not
lost the war but it was the Jews fault
● The army blamed the government for losing the war as they thought they were
winning

4. What was the impact of the Treaty Of Versailles – L.A.M.B.

5. Who were the political extremists? Spartacists, Freikorps and Kapp
Putsch

6. The Challenges of 1923: hyperinflation and the Invasion of the Ruhr
The French invasion of the Ruhr

Hyperinflation: When prices for goods increase it is called inflation; when they increase
very quickly it is called hyperinflation.
The effects of hyperinflation

People blamed the Weimar government which made it even more unpopular

7. Reasons for economic recovery

8. Stresemann’s success at home and abroad

9. Changes in the position of women, politics and leisure Cultural
changes: architecture, art and the cinema

10. Standard of Living
Positive

Working hours reduced
Wages rose
Working conditions improved
Unemployment insurance was introduced
More homes were built

Negative

Hyperinflation made employment insecure
Well off Germans resented seeing workers
benefitting
There was still a housing shortage

